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State of the Clergy in New- England, &c. had no 


idea of exciting the reſentment, or injuring the re- 


utation of his country, when he wrote that unhappy. 


ppb In the ſimplicity and integrity of his heart, he 


wrote a repreſentation of the ſtate of a deſerving body of men, 


and made obſervations upon a power which is claimed by 


ſome, and which he ſuppoſed to be founded in the deepeſt in- 


juſtice and cruelleſt oppreſſion. 
No man or body of men cou 


vations were made. If any people were conſcious to them- 
ſelves that they had done juſtice to their miniſter; if any in- 


_ dividual had exerted himſelf in anſwering ſo good a purpoſe, 
he could tot feel himſelf attacked or injured in that publica- 
tion. | 
But unfortunately for the author, he hath arouſed the feel- 
ings of one gentleman, who © declares himſelf to be much 
_ tured, as a citizen, by Mr. Thacher's charge,” and who 
hath taken up the pen to vindicate his countrymen from 
the “ high charges” which the author of the Obſervations... 
had brought againſt them, as well as to aſſert their invaded-. 


rights. 


12 author of the Obſervations upon the preſent 


id ſuppoſe themſelves to be 


| Injured by this publication, or to be charged in it, unleſs. 
they were in the predicament, concerning which the obſer- 


ieee eee e 


( 4) 


The pen ſometimes runs away with the head and the heart? 


The impulſe of the moment, the ſpu x of the aecafien ſome 
times carries us beyond our deſign, but upon a re-peruſal of 
the pamphlet ſo fatal to the repoſe and the rights of Mr. S's 


fellow-cuizens, he will not find a fingle charge brought 


againſt any particular man or body of men, nor upon the 
people at large: It is there aſſer cd, that the clergy ſuffered 
much from the paper currency; that many of them were 
expoſed to great difficulty from a delay of payment of their 
ſalaries, and that it was not right for people to be judges in 
their own cauſe, and to turn out the faithful ſervant of many 
years, to poverty and want. Inſtead of charging the people 


at large with thinking that they could be emancipated from 


the bonds of juſtice, he aſſerted only that in ſome places 
at leaſt,” they appeared to have done ſo. A ſaving clauſe 


of the ſame kind is added in every place where any of thoſe 
things which Mr, S. calls charges, are mentioned ; the reader 


of the pamphlet will doubtleſs obſerve this, for it was done 
with a deſign to avoid giving offence, as well as to keep at a 
diſtance from every thing perſonal. = 


Bur what will the world think of the candeur and ſincerity 


of Mr. S. when they find him, in ſ@ many words, acknow- 
ledging the truth of both the facts above aſſerted. Hear him 
ſaying (p. 7.) When the eountry ſuffered under the op- 


preſſion of paper money, they (i. e. the elergy) became pecu- 


liar ſufferers” 1 Again (p. 3.) The other complaint, that 


the ſalaries due are a long time out betore payment is made, 


I believe hath ſome foundation, and that the Miniſters are 
great {ufferers by it:“ Here Mr. J, S. a Layman. himſelf ac- 
knowledges the truth of the repreſentation made by Mr. 
Thacher; and was it fo great a crime for a ſimple clergyman 
to tell his tale of 7wer, to call upon thoſe around him to think 


upon this ſubject, to beg ſome abler head to point out a re- 


medy ! Surely Mr. S. muſt have lived in ſome place where the 


people have been peculiarly backward in doing their duty to 


their miniſter, that he feels himſelf ſo much © injured? by a 
repreſentation founded (as he acknowledges) in fact, and that 
he thould take up the pen, and reſcue his countrymen from a 
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charge, which, by the way, was never made upon them, but 
which he cannot deny to be true in many reſpectss. 

Mr. S. urges ſome things in extenuation of theſe eharges, 
as he calls them: He tells us, that there was not à ſingle 


town or pariſ where the miniſter flood well with his people, but 
made grant after grant, to ſupply deficiencies happening by 


the depreciation; but ſtill before the money could poſſibly 
be collected, the rapid depreciation of the currency laid a foun- 
dation for à future demand:“ that © he had often been aſto- 
niſhed to ſee the people horne down with taxes, ſuffering 
themſelves by being obliged to receive their own debts in pa- 
per money upon a par; yet voluntarily, in every town, mak- 
ing gtants to their miniſters,” : „ 

2 very poſſible that the people in every pariſh (who did 
not happen to be offended with their miniſters) made them 
grants in paper money: It is very true, that before they re- 
ceived this, or it was collected, it depreciated ſo much as to 
to be inadequate to the purpoſes for which it was granted; 
and, it is very likely that a man who lived well with his own 
money, ſhquld be aſtoniſhed” at the generoſity of others: 
There are efforts of lil crality, juſtice and goodneſs which aſte- 
niſh ſome perſons : Whether this ariſes from an incapacity 
in them readily to take in ideas fo far above them, or whether 
their apprehenſions that the exerciſe of theſe principles to- 
wards the clergy, may add roo much ability ro a dangerous fet 
of men (who, by the way, if they did not happen © to ſtan@ 
well with their people,” were obliged to take up with a no- 


minal ſum) are queſtions which we are not now called to 


determine. 


Happy is the author of the Obſervations, when he finds 
himſelf agreeing with Mr. J. S. and ſupported in his opinion 
by ſo able a writer: What ſatisfaction did it give him when 
he found this gentleman falling in with his ſentiments, and 
ſaying, with his uſual candour; “ after all it is to be confeſſ- 


ed, that juitice was not done them“ (p. 7.) : And, if « jul- 
_ tice was not dont them,” what iniquity was it for one of their 


number to make a repreſentation which he thought might 
lead thoſe upon whom they depended, under God, for their 
daily bread, to do them now that juſtice which before had not 

„ | been 
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been done them, of whom he at the ſame time expreſſes fo 
good an opinion, as to ſuppoſe that it was owing to inatten- 


tion, that the complaint had taken place (obf. p. 7, 8.) : Is it 


an © high charge” for a man or ſet of men, who © have 


not had juſtice done them,” to ſpeak of it, to apply to thoſe 


who are capable of doing them juſtice, and to beg of them 


that they would do it? Is Mr. S. deſirous of preventing even 


the voice of complaint from reaching his ears ? Is, he of ſuch 
exquiſite ſenſibility, as that the ſight of miſery diſguſts him? 
The author of the Obfervations will aſſure him that he had 
no idea of diſturbing his repoſe, or of exciting in him or any 
other man ſuch a diſquietude, as he appears, from his Stric- 
tures, to feel. 25 

Mr. Thacher would beg leave to aſk Mr. S. whether he 


ſuppoſes that the greater part of thoſe who contributed to the 


ſupport. of the clergy in the late times, ſuffered by being 
obliged to receive their own debts in paper money, u pon a 


par?” Were creditors more numerous than debtors at that 
r „ 5 

Mr. S. mentions as a reaſon for that delay of payment to 
the clergy which he acknowledges to have ſome foundation, 
the great increaſe of public burthens; poſſibly the clergy, 


without being influenced by the threatning p. 9 and 10 of the 


Strictures, are as ready to make allowance on this conſidera- 


tion as any other ſer of men : where their people are not able 
to ſupport them, perhaps they are as ready to yield their ſer- 


vices for a ſcanty or, for no compenſation, as either of the 


learned profeſſions! but it happens unfortunately for. them 
that they are obliged to eat, drink and be clothed ; they muſt 


maintain their families tif they have been ſo wicked as to 


bring ſuch an additional charge upon their people) and if, in 
conſequence of the public burthens, they ſhould have nothing 
ro ſupport them, they mult ſuffer very greatly. and poſſibly 
{tarve ; when, ſome imprudent writer of obſervations might 
«high charge” founded in juſtice, _ | 

The clergy are doubtleſs much obliged to Mr. S. for his, 
polite inſinuations p. 5 and 6 that their political conduct was 


and 


wa 


dictated by an apprehenſion of epiſcopacy's being introduced 


again grate the ears and diſturb the repoſe of Mr. S. with ans 
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and their livings being taken from them : be it known ts 
Mr. S. and the world, that the author of the Obſervations 


ſcorns the inſinuation! He will not fay (for he doth not be- 
lieve) that it originated from a baſeneſs of heart, but he will 


ſay, that he believes the heat of argument drew from him a 
ſentiment which his cooler moments will difapprove. | 


Mr. S. tells us that there were ** fome clergymen” in the 


ſtate who were enemies to the people” and was there any 


order of men who had not ſome of this character among 
them ? Becauſe ſome of the gentlemen of the Law, for in- 


ſtance, were in this predicament, ought the whole of that 


reſpectable body, (a great majority of whom are ſuppoſed to 
act a directly contrary part) to be deprived of their honeſt 


reputation on account of the faults of a few ? Doth Mr. S. 


well then in enlarging with fuch a © fund of pathos” on this 
ſubject ? et” * EE 

Mr. Thacher, in his Obſervations, mentioned the decline 
of religion or made uſe of the phraſe, * as the ſpirit of re- 


Jigion declined :? this likewiſe hath grieved and ſorely vexed 
Mr. S. his heart ponders upon the ſubject and his pen obeys its 


dictates : he conſiders it as an high charge agaiaſt his 


countrymen” he doth not believe it: He aflures us that we 
have as much religion as ever we had, only not ſo much 


<« formality, affectation and hypocriſy :* and proves that we 


have as. much religion in New-England as we were wont to 
have, becauſe ** ſcience extends itſelf, the arts are more attend- 


ed to, humanity is become a cardinal: virtue among the nations, 


and wars civil or national are not conducted with fo much 
ferocity as they have heretofore been. ä 


There may be ſome men, who are by no means enthuſiaſts 


and yet may doubt the certainty of Mr, S's concluũons: men 


at as great a diſtance from“ formality, affectation or hypocri- 


ſy, as this worthy gentleman himſelf, may ſuppoſe that reli- 


gion conſiſts in ſomething more than ſcience or even humani- 


ty, good as they may be in themſelves. The decay of reli- 
gion is a matter of real lamentation to many good men among 


us; it is frequently obſerved in the moſt public manner, 


without reprehegſion or reply; which is right as to this. fact 


Mr. S. or I, muſt be left to be determined by experience 
and the conſciences of the p3ople. | | 
Mr. 
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Mx. S. muſt certainly be an honeſt man for he cannot help 


owning the truth; he acknowledges that * ceaſing to feel a 
proper attachment to the miniſters of the goſgel will be an 


evidence of the decline of vital piety in the land” p. 4. It 
ſeems therefore that we agree in making an indifference to 
the miniſtry an evidence of want of piety and goodneſs, and 

the world mult judge whether this evidence now exifts among 


th.s people? _ 12 
Another phraſe unhappily dropt from the pen of the author of 
the obſervations ; he mentioned the words *ſcanty pittance“; 


this again offends Mr. S. his veins thrill with virtuous reſent- 
.ment. He informs us how well the clergy uſed to live before 
the war; he tells us how much they uſed to have, he gives us 


to underſtand that they ſend as many or more ſons to college 


than other perſons: He comforts. his own heart by reflecting 
upon Mr. Eliot, Mr. Clark, &c. who being ſettled fince the 


war, have more ſalaries than they were wont to have : I am 


not diſpoſed to contradict his aſſertions, but could with him te 
look over his catalogue (if not his computation)once more, he 
will then find that one of them at leaft was ſettled before the 


war: Happy I am in the generoſity of the people with whom 
theſe gentlemen are connected and could wiſh their example to 


univerſally followed. Mr. S. tells us that he has had ecca- 


fion to know as much about it as any man in the State:“ He 


is aſked therefore, in ſerious earneſt, whether he thinks the 
phraſe, *ſcanty pittance” may not be applied to many, if not 


moſt of thc ſalary's of the preſent clergy ? whether he doth 


not think money to be leſs valuable or that it requires more 
of it to ſupport a family now than before the war? and, whe- 


ther he deems the clergy of New-England to be in a rich and 


flouriſhing ſtate, ſuch a ſtate as warrants no complaint and 
.requres no redreſs ? . 


The author of the Obſervations when he uſed this phraſe 


which appears to be fo obnoxious.to Mr. S. had no thought 
of exciting any one's iraſcible ſenſations, or of putting the 


people on increaſing the ſalaries of their miniſters : the ſub- 


ject cannot be more diſagreeable to Mr. S. than it is to Mr. 
Thacher: he cordially wiſhes (and he doubts not but his 


brethren 
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brethren will join in the wiſh) that he was in ſuch a ſituation 
as not to increaſe the burdens of his people by 1 
him, but that he could ſerve them for nought : it hath pleaſ- 
ed God to order it otherwiſe, and he muſt ſubmit But Mr. 
S. had no occaſion for the bitterneſs which in ſpeaking of 
this matter, he expreſſes (p. 9.) for this is a point which lies 
in the breaſts of the people alone, they muſt judge and deter- 
mine in this cate z their miniſters are dependant upon them. 


If, with Mr. S. they ſhould look back with aſtoniſhment upon 


the munificent grants which they made them in paper moncy, 
it is highly probable, that they will not hold themſelves 
bound by juſtice and generofty, to do any thing more for 
them: And it ſeems, upon the doctrine of Mr. S. if they are 
diſpoſed to withdraw the who}: of their ſupport, they may 
lawfully do fo. | 57 : 3 
There is a kind of electric fluid in ſome particular words, 
which, uſed at ſome particular periods, have an amazing effect 
upon the nerves of thoſe who hear them: Unfortunately, the 


author of the Obſervations happened to fall on ſome of theſe 


words; and as unfortunately, Mr. S's nerves happened to be 
in ſuch a ſtate as to catch the flame. In addition to the 
phraſes abovementioned, Mr. Thacher happened to mention 


e the fathers of New-England ;* whether they were tolerant 


or intolerant, whether they were right or wrong in perſecuting 
their neighbours, or excluding all but church-members from 
the freedom of their company, was not ſaid - but inſtantly 


Mr. S. is led to comment upon this hackneyed ſubject; he 


calls upon Mr. Thacher to prove * that they abhorred per- 
ſecution as much as he ſuggeſts they did ;” now, if Mr. S. 


will examine the pamphlet again, he will find that Mr, 
 Fhacher ſuggeſts nothing about it. He abhors perſecution 


as much as any man: He detpiſes the connection made be- 
tween prieſts (if applied to the clergy of New- England and 
hanging, broiling and burning,” by Mr. S. in his 2gd page: 
He aſſures Mr. S. that if he meant hereby to inſinuate that a 
diſpoſition to perſecute their neighbours prevailed or exiſted 
among the clergy of New-England, he was guilty of a vile 
miſrepreſentation, and if he did it merely to ſtrengthen his 
Fl B yy | opinion 
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opinion in the mind of a weak or inattentive exler, he did 


not act the part of a fair diſputant. 
Much hath been ſaid by ſome writers of a late day (Mr. 8 


is Congratulated on his coadjutors) with reſpect to the intol- 


erance of our fathers | Theſe writers ſorget that perſecution 
was deemed lawful by all ſects at that day, and was practiſed, 


more or leſs, by every one of them, as they had opportuni- 


ty. This, though it does not ſaſtify the conduct of our fa- 
thers, yet may ſerve to extenuate their fault, and take off 
ſome of thoſe black traits, wich Which their portrait is drawn 
by Mr. S. and ſome other limners. But, neither Mr. S. nor 
his aſſociates, need much to alarm chamietues + for ſhould 
their doctrines prevail, we ſhould ſoon ſee an end of all the 
inſtitutions of theſe vencrable men, and feel ourſelves eman- 
cipated from their coſtly and needleſs appointments z the 
halcyon days would arrive, when every man may do that 
Which is right in his own eyes, with reſpect to religion, learn- 
ing or morality, and thus the molt compleat liberty may take 

lace. 
” What led Mr. S. to ſuppoſe that the author of the pamph- 
let he cenſures, withed to acquire © new powers” to the eler- 
y, he is at a loſs to imagine If he expreſſed himſelf as be 
thought (and the reader of the pamphlet is lett to judge for 
- himlelf) he diſclaimed every idea of independence in the 
clergy, and © reprobated” every imagination to the contrary. 
What more Mr. J. S. wovid have, or how Mr. Thaeber 
could more plainly have expreſſcd his ſentiments upon this 
ſobject, than he hath done in that pamphlet, he is at a loſs to 
COnceive. 

A doubt hath ariſen in the minds of ſome on reading the 
,Sirictures, whether Mr. S had ever read the pamphlet he an- 
ſwers throughout: His lo totally miſtaking the, deſign of the 
author, his inattention to parts of the pamphlet, plain in them- 


ſelves, and calculated to throw light upon other parts, appear 
to give greater force to theſe doubts : They mult be confirm- 
ed, when we take notice that Mr. S. hath, once and again, 


quoted and commented upon an A which the author 
of the Obſervations never uſed, Mr. 8. 928 it will not affect 
| kim 
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him too diſagreeably) is deſired again to look over that 
pamphlet, and he will no where find the expreſſion “ turned 
out to graze :” If he looks into his own Strictures, he will 
find this expreſſion quoted from the pamphlet, and comment- 
ed upon !! p. 13, 24. Charity forbids the perſon injured 
to ſuppoſe, that this was a wilful miſtake, deſigned to impoſe 
upon an unwary reader; it requires him to believe, that it 
was owing to the gentleman's having never read the pam- 
phlet he anſwers with care and caution : and at the ſame time 
duty demands from him, to admoniſh Mr. S. of his fault, and 
to charge him, the next time he anſwers a book to be ſure to 
read it, and not to quote expreſſions as from it, which he had 
either coined himſelf or picked up elſewhere. Indeed, there 
is a complexion running through all the latter part of the 
Striftures which lead “ tome at leaſt” (Mr. S. will not ſup-' 
poſe I am charging the people at large now) to conjecture, 
that they were prepared beforehand and wanted only ſome oc- 
caſion to be introduced to the world: two reaſons ſerve to 
ſupport this opinion, one is, that the pamphlet was two inſig- 
nificant in itſelf to deſerve the reprehenſion or excite the 
_ alarms of Mr. S. and the other (perhaps a little more con- 
cluſive) ariſes from the total filence and neglect with which 
the main object of the Striftures in the pamplet, and the whole 
argument on which they are founded are treated by Mr. S. 
Now, it would be the height of vapity in the anthor of the pam- 
Pblet to ſuppoſe that a man fo ingenious as Mr. S. could not 
have anſwered it, or that he knew it to be ſo thorny as to 
render it unfit to be meddled with: he is conſtrained there- 
fore to ſuppoſe that in his haſte to write the Strictures (ſtrie- 
tures upon ſtrictures.) Mr. S. forgot to read the Obſerva- 
tions which occaſioned them. * 
The foundation of Mr. Thacher's arguments and deſcrip- 
tions in his pamphlet was, the flagrant injuſtice of any man, 
or body of men's being judges in their own cauſe; the iniqui- 
ty.of one party's diffolving a ſolemn contract. to the prejudice 
of the other without the intervention of indifferent men and 
the cruelty of depriving of his ſupport, an aged and faithful 
ſervant, who had deſeryed well at the hands of his people. 

Theſe 
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Theſe points were not attempted to be proved by civil or 


municipal law, by the platform of church diſcipline or the 
opinions of Mr. Cotton or Mr. Davenport, but by thoſe plain 
Principles of common ſenſe and reaſon, of which every man 


* 


muſt be a judge, and which vaſtly exceed any human inſtitu- 
tions, be tizey ever fo excellent. | 


1 have read the Strictures upon this pamphlet more that 
once and again, with great attention and care, and for my lite 
I cannot diſcover any reply to, or. ſtriftures upon, the argu- 
ments or diſcriptions ariling from this ſource : much is laid 
upon civil and municipal law, upon the third article in the 


bill of rights, and other matters, but the gentleman no where 


ſhews us the equity of a man's judging in his own caule, or 
the propriety ot caſting off an helpleſs old ſervant, when we 
want him no longer. . | 


* — 


Mr. S. indeed gives us a hiſtory of all the inſtances wherein 


the power of diſmiſſing their miniſter hath been exerciſed, be- 
ginning with Bolton, the inhabitants ef which town will doubt- 


leis be much obliged to Mr. S. for the high character he gives 


them; he enlarges upon the characters of the ſeveral miniſters, 


upon whom this power was exerciſed; he hints that they were 
tome of them tories and became obnoxious to their people up- 
on this account; he enlarges with © a fund of pathos” upon 
the tuvject and gives us a number of anecdotes which diſcover 


his gieat knowledge of living and dead characters, as well as 


his readineſs to draw their picture. | 

The writer of theſe pages hath no diſpoſition to follow Mr. 
S. through theſe diſquiſitions; in this part of an author's qua- 
lifications (as well in many others) he chearfully yields the 
palm to Mr. S. He means only to obſerve upon all theſe, par- 


- ticulars, that by this account itſelf Mr. Thacher was juſtifi- 
ed in ſaying that the doctrine he oppoled was become taſhi- 


onable with #any—that this could not be the doctrine or 
the practice of the firſt churches of New-England, ſeeing it 
was fo lately introduced---that tories, be they what they may, 
are entitled to jnſtice as well as other perſons---and that, ſhould 
we allow (which may admit of much doubt) that this power 
beth hitherto been uſed to good purpoſes, it would not _ 
that 


C3 


that it is not uſurped or that it may not hereafter be abuſed; fer 
tyranny and uſurpation are generally mild and modeſt at their 
' firſt appearance; they mean to get eſtabliſhed and then they diſ- 
cover what they really are. So much only is ſaid in reply to the 
inſtances Mr. &. hath brought, becauſe none of them diſprove 
either of the great points beforementioned, upon which the ar- 
guments in Mr. Thacher's pamphlet were founded; the cler- 
gymen now living to whom reterence is had in the ſtrictures 
muſt defend themſelves : as to the dead (indeed it is not man- 
ly to attack them) they muſt be left to the day oben the ſecrets 
of all hearts ſhall be revealed. ED | | 
Mr. S. in his 12th page ſuggeſts the idea that the perſon 
whom he oppoſes was under the extraordinary influence of fear. 
which might render him incapable of drawing“ right conſe- 
quences :” he is not conſcious of being more under'the influence 
of this uncomfortable paſſion than his neighbours, he hath full 
confidence in the juſtice and generoſity of the people with 
whom he is connected and will not doubt them: but, if he 
doch not greatly miſunderſtand the conſequences of Mr. S's 
opinion, there is (ſhould it take place) ſufficient reaſon for 
alarm in the mind of every clergyman in the commonwealth, 
No man is exempted from the calamity of ſickneſs, nor, 
doth he live long enough, from the debility of old age : either 
of thele may operate to prevent a clergyman from performing 
with his wonted life and ſpirit the public duties of his functi- 
on: this may be deemed by ſoms (Mr. S. is aſked whether 
in his catalogue of inftances of diſmiſſion he did not paſs by a 
late one ſimilar to this) a ſufficient reaſon for a miniſter's diſ- 
miſſion from his people. Mr. S. may be the father of a fami- 
ly---let hin put himſelf in the place of a clergyman thus cir- 
cumltanced : religion may teach him reſignation to the will of 
heaven; fortitude as a man may enable him to bear his own . 
calamities; but what muſt the feelings ot the parent be when 
he ſees his children © hungering for that merſel” which he 
cannot give them ! what muſt be the yearnings of parental _ 
bowels, when he views the calamity, the hunger and nakednſs 
of his children and knows himſelf unable to relieve them 
_ Gracious heaven - but I drop the curtain! may the Almighty 
| | preſerve 


( 


preſerve Mr. S. and all my fellow citizens from a ſituation ex: 
crutiating like this ! but to return, 

The author of the ſtrictures charges me with want of pre- 
eiſion, becauſe, in the obſervatiens, there is no diſtinction made 
between the paſtor of the church and the teacher of religion and 

morality to the pariſh. I muſt aſk Mr. S's pardon and frank- 

ly acknowledge my total ignorance, that ſuch a diſtinction 

ever ſublitted : never did it enter my head or my heart till the 
| ſtrictures ſhone upon me; now. it is very poſſible that ſuch 
a diſtinction may ſubſift without my being acquainted with it, 
| dut there may be others in the ſame unhappy predicament : it 
| could have been wiſhed therefore that Mr. S. had pointed out 
to us benighted mortals---the place where our ecclehaſtical 
| conſtitution (if we have any) knows any miniſter of religion 
| but as paſtor of a church---whether a man regularly diſmiſſed | 
by his church was ever heretofore or till this day conſidered as 
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| wealth which make ſo material an alteration in the ſtanding 
| of our miniſters and the ſtate of our churches were ever pro- 
mulgated ? what difference it makes in the juſtice and equity 
of the thing, whether à contract is diſſolved and judgment 
| paſſed in ther own cauſe, by a church or a pariſh ? and finally 
; whether, when the paſtor of the church hath nothing to eat, the 
W teacher of religion and morality (being the fame perſon) will 
1 not ſtarve? No doubt can be entertained but that a perſon 
3 who hath diſcovered ſuch 2 fund of knowledge as the author 
1 of the ſtrictures, can, with *< preciſion,” anfwer all theſe queſ- 
i tions and clear all theſe difficulties. 
| The ſentiments thrown out in the Strictures upon the ſu- 
bu 3 of our churches (allowing them to be ever lo true) 
| ii never prove that they have a right to do wrong, to con- 
BE: mas! ct the hrit principles of natural and revealed religion or 
| to infringe the ſacred rules. of juſtice and equity : they a are not 
"TH therefore ſtrictures upon, or anſwers to, Mr. Thacher's pam- 
i phlet, they were probably prepared for the caſtigation of ſome 
| other offender. 
There are ſome obſervations in the Strictutes. which relate 
to the nature of different ſocieties, and to the civil and muni- 
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| | connected with his people: ? whether the laws of the common- 
it 


i ; 
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pal law; theſe, it is bumbly conceived, do not affect the point 
in queſtion ; they belong to ſome other piece, and not to the 
pamphlet which originated the preſent controverſy---they do 
not prove (Hic murus abeneus efto !) that it is right for a man 
or body of men to judge in their own cauſe, or that a contract 

ought to be diſſolved at the pleaſure of one party (be it 
church or pariſh it matters not an ace) to the prejudice of- the 
other. When theſe points are proved, then the oblervations 
will be anſwered, but never before. 

It was a great fatisfaction to the author to be informed, 
that his ſentiments with reſpect to the tenure by which a mini- 
ſter holds his office, and the neceſſity of the interpoſition of 
an eccleſiaſtical body to judge between, before a miniſter-can 
be diſqm ſſed from his people, have been publicsly and ſo- 
lemnly declared to be a part of the laws of the land, by the 
ſupreme, judicial authority in this commonwealth. Whether 
the ſteady ſhining of theſe lights of our county will tend to 
eclipſe Mr. S. and ſome other eccentric luminaries among us, 
time muſt determine, Mr. S. labours much to prove, that a 
miniſter is tried by his peers, when his cauſe relating to a 
difference between him and his people, is tried by a common 
jury returned as in all other cauſes: there need bur one queſ- 
tion to be aſked, in order to lead every man to judge upon 
what Mr. S. hath ſaid with reſpect to this matter. Would 
any people ſuppoſe their cauſe ef this kind fairly tried, which 
was to be determined by a jury conſiſting entirely of mini- 
ſters? By no means Why? not becauſe they doubt their 
integrity or judgment, but becauſe they would ſuppule that 
miniſters would feel themſelves liable to be in the ſame ſitu- 
ation with the perſon tried and would therefore be biafled to 
give the cauſe in his favour, in order that they themſelves 

might afterwards reap benefit from the precedent and doth 
not the ſame idea hold good of a jury conſiſting entirely of © 
laymen ; they may be in the ſame ſituation with the pec 
whom they try, and therefore may wiſh to ſupport them. 

Mr. Thacher hath as good an opinion of his fellow-citi- 
zens as Mr. S. or any perſon, but he knows that intereſt is apt 
to warp the ſoundeſt judgment, and that prejudice may miſ- 
lead the beſt heart: There is magic in the found of the ſu- 

> premacy 


—U— ——— —ę—ũ— nn 


1 
4 
2 
Pc 
; 
v 7 * 0 Jas ll 
1 3 „ - _ Vo * 
. * 8 8 1 
4 ji _.-. 
+ oy * $4 A 
> Hal "4 1 3 
F <IRW 
1. 00 
4 8 
2 5 


ä ( 16 15 
premacy of the people, and being/ delivered from prieſteraft 
and eccleſiaſtical tyranny, ſuch a magic as may poſſibly draw 
aſide honeſt, good men from the paths of rectitude and mercy. 
Should a jury be told with © a fund of pathos,” with the 
moſt rapid and engaging eloquence by a perſon whoſe opini- 


ans they have been wont to reſpect. You have no eccle- - 


ſiaſtical conſtitution---your miniſters' are your hired ſervants 
vants---you may ceaſe to employ and to pay them when you 
pleaſe---7ou are abſolute and ſupreme in judging upon this 
caſe, and may diſmiſs them at any hour :”- Should a jury 
ever hereafter be told this, it might poſſibly miſlead them a 


_— 


The clergy, I ſuppoſe, conſidered themſelves as citizens of 
the commonwealth when the frame of government was made; 
they expected that their rights were guarded in it as well as 
thoſe of other men; they wiſhed for no greater ſecury to be 
granted to them than was granted to others, but they expec- 
ted as much; they did not ſuppoſe that they were placed in 
the power of their people more by this frame of government 
than they were by the ecclefiaftical conſtitution of their church- 
es; they did not ſuppoſe that there would be ſuch a total 


change in the ſy ſtem of their church government as Mr. S. 


hath luggeſted ;- neither had this gentleman himſelf ideas of 
this nature at that time, unleſs I am much miſtaken. 
The cool and diſpaſſionate reader is deſired to aſk himſelf, 
what appeared to be the object of Mr. Thacher in his Ob- 


' ſervations ? did he diſcover the leaft with to have the powers 


or jurifdiftion of the clergy increaſed ? did he afk the inter- 
poſition of the civil authority to enlarge their livings, or 
oblige all men to conform to their ſentiments ? Had he done 
this, he would have merited the unhandſome infinvation of 
Mr. S. (the gentleman muſt excuſe me) in p. 25 and other 


places of the Strictures: on the contrary, The clergy wiſh 


and defire (and the author bath ſome knowledge of them) 
only to be upon a par with other orders of men in the com- 


munity, only to be ſecured from poverty and want, when old 


age overtakes them, and not to be ſtigmatized as the only 
men in the cemmonwealth with whom a contract may be 
; 5 lawtully 
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lawfully broken : and they have too much eonfidence in the 
juſtice and generolity of their countrymen to believe, that they 
will ever ſuffer this to be done under the forms of law. Mr. 
S. may write and plead, the enemies of the inſtitution of our 
fathers may unite their force, but in God and my countrymen 
I rruſt, they will never be able to eſtabliſh his iniquity by @ law. 
Mr. S. is thanked for the delicate manner in which he ſpeaks 
of the © waxes” of the clergy in his pamphlet and is delired to 
determine whether, in his opinion, a clergyman grown old and 
_ unfit for ſervice and on this account diſmiſſed by his people, 
hath a right to be maintained in the alms houſe of a town, 
in common with the reſt of its poor? The law uſed to oblige 
maſters to maintain their ſervants; it is yet uncertain to ſome 
how far it is altered; it may not be improper therefore to aſk 
Mr.S.whether the pariſh of which he was miniſter,or the town 
of which he was an jnhabitant are obliged to maintain the ſaid 
aged, diſmiffed, helpleſs miniſter ?. | 
The hint with reſpect to a ſynod, of the churches which 
was thrown out in the Obſervations appears to have made a 
deep impreſſion upon Mr. S. once and again he mentions it; 
he informs us what they can and what they cannot do; he 
views them as a very impotent body, and yet he feems to 
have ſome apprehenſion upon his mind about them, other- 
wiſe he would not have enlarged fo much upon this ſubject.“ 
Perhaps a clergyman whoſe ſtudies and habits of life have 
ted him conſtantly to attend to ſubjects of this nature may be 
able to determine what a ſynod can do as well as Mr, S. they, 
may determine what they ſuppoſe to be agreeable to the 
goſpel with reſpect to the diſcipline of their churches ; they 
may agree to lay this before their conſtituents, if it is adopted 
by them, they may ,agree to practice it. It is very true that 
they have no coercive meaſures wherewith to compel men ta 
ſubmit to their opinions; they want none ſuch, but they may, 
agree to withhold acts of communion and fellowſhip from ſuch 
churches as refuſe to ſubmit to what they may deem the order 
of the goſpel : all ſects have ſome bond ef unjon which unite 
them together; they have ſame common method of commu- 
nicating their ſentiments and affording eack other mutual aſſiſ- 
tance in things of religion ; few of them poſleſs any ceercive 
powers, and they do better without than with them, for 1 
{criouſly believe chat force is of no benefit in religion, 
C T4 
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But that which appears to affect Mr. S. moſt ſeniibly as to 
this ſynod is, his fear about * it's having authority over the 
money of the citizens,” its affecting their property :” Mr. S. 
may lay aſide his diſquietude upon this ſcore---his money ſhall 
be ſafe---his purſe ſhall not be invaded. Ne one had an idea of 
the kind, and had not this © root of all evil” run too much in 
his head perhaps he would not have telt ſuch a degree of anxiety 
about this ©* reverend, reſpectable congregation 1 ſpeculators.“ 
But there is a way to prevent this 3 body from do- 
ing miſchief; we will drag Mr. S. from chat obſcurity where 
his medeſt merit hath placed him He ſhall ſit in this body, he 
ſhall be inveſted with the powers of a tribune of the people a- 
mong the ancient Romans, and as ſoon as any thing is moved 
or like to take place which may affect his property or chat of 


any of his fellow citizens, he ſhall with his omnipotent vero | 


put a ſtop to the evil, and guard againſt thę danger. 

This unfortunate ſynod (which by the way may never have 
exiſtence, tho? no man hath a right to forbid the churches of 
Chriſt to aſſemble by their repreſentatives to conſult or adviſe 
about their own affairs) hath been guilty of another evil : while 
Mr. S. is regulating the mode of its procedure (we thank the 
gentleman for his aſſiſtance) he throws out ſome obſervations 
which may be attended with conſcquences whereof he 1s not 
aware, for fear renders ſome men * quite incapable of drawing 
right conſequences.” His idea ſeems to be that religion is ſo, in 


fuch a ſenſe a perſonal thing as that a majority ought not to 


govern. in any religious ſociety. It is true that no perſon can 
be bound to do that which is ſinful, that which his conſcience 
forbids becauſe a majority of theſe with whom he is connected 
have determined to do fo, becauſe no man can be bound to fin : 
But this is not more true of religious than it is of civil ſocieties : 
to ſuppoſe that a man ought not to conform to the ſentiments 
of his brethren in things indifferent becauſe the ſociety which 
unites then is of a religious nature, is to ſay that no ſuch ſoci- 
ety ſhall ever exiſt, becauſe the ſentiments of a majority mult 
2 in every ſociety or it will in time ceaſe to be ſuch; man- 


ind are ſo conſtituted as that they ſeldom agree to think or 
length of time. There is 


if e very member is obliged 
to 


act alike in every reſpect for any 
pot a religious ſociety upon earth, 
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to refuſe his conſent to what he deems indifferent or not ſin- | 
ful becauſe religion is a perſonal thing. 


It may be worth enquiry, whether an eccleſiaſtical council 


called by a chureh to ordain a paſtor over them, which act of 
_ their's 2ſed to be deemed neceſfary to his regular introduction 
to his office, are not expoſed to Mr. S's anathema p. 28. whe- 


ther their acts on this occaſion are not“ infringements on the 
right of trials by jury, and againſt the conſtitution” for their 
act hath ſome diſtant relation at leaſt to touching the proper- 
ty of the people. SEED 

But if we give up this point as being entirely of an eccle- 


ſiaſtical nature, what ſhall we ſay of thoſe wicked, tyrannical 


infringing councils who have ſet in one place and another, 
who have judged between the people and their miniſters, and 
have ſometimes brought in refults which materially affected 


their property? they have moſt certainly incurred the cenſure 


of Mr. S. and invaded the rights of their fellow citizens in a 
molt ſignal manner. | 

| Mr. S. is reminded that eccleſiaſtical councils always con- 
fiſt of at leaſt as many (and often more) laymen than mini- 
ſters: the latter never complains of this mode of trial, if a 
council is mutually. choſen ; but this method will not be 
effectual in Mr. S's. opinion, becire there would be no 
certainty or very great probability of their agreeing“. Now, 
mutual councils have beer known in this country from its 
firſt ſettlement, they have been frequently applied to in cir- 
cumſtances of difficulty; inſtead of their /e/dom agreeing 
they much more ſeldom diſagree, and they have often been 
the means of reſtoring peace and harmony to divided 


churches and towns. If therefore Mr. S. means or wiſbes te 


demoliſh theſe and every other eccleſiaſtical juriſdiction, he 


muſt find reafons for-their abolition which are founded in 


a . | 
I know not but that J miſtake the conſequences of Mr. 


S's doctrine in his pamphlet ; but they appear to me to be 


theſe : There can be no ſuch thing as a religious ſociety, 
for religion is a perſonal thing, and therefore not capable of 


being carried into ſociety, or governed by thoſe rules whick . 


bind all other bodies: The churches of Chriſt in New-Eng- 
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land have aluays acted a tyrannical . part, and infringed 

upon the rights of the people becauſe they have led in the 
choice of miniſters to them: Our platform of church diſ- 
eipline and other eccleſiaſtical conſtitutions are nugatory and 
Vain, becauſe they were formed ip ſynods which had a 
right only to ſpeculate, and which voted by a majo- 
Tity, and that no eccleſiaſtical council hath a right to 
paſs any decree - which may in the moſt diſtant de- 
gree affect the Propriesy of the people, and that all who do 
Jo, are guilty © of infringements on the rights of trials by, 
Jury” and, act © againſt the conſtitution.” . I mean not to 
miſrepreſent Mr. S. or any other man in the leaſt degree; 
every one of theſe, ſentiments, | believe, to be either plainly 
expreſſed or fairly implied in his pamphlet: whether 5 they 
are or no the reader will judge. 

Upon Mr. S's principles our churches are all at uncer- 
tainty 3. their paſt conduct hath been notoriouſly wrong, be» 
cauſe it was an high invalion upon the rights of the people. 
for them to claim or to exerciſe a negative upon their choice 
of a miniſter; councils are either nugatory or oppreſſive 
things: : In ſhort, we are totally wrong | how ardently ſhould 
we wiſh then for the publication of Mr. S's code of eccle- 


ſieal polity, which may ſecure us from error and prevent. us 


from 1nvading the rights of our fellow ſubjects. Tm 

It is very probable that the idea which hath been to his 
day entertained of the neceſſity of the concurrence of the 
church, with a ſociety, in the choice of a miniſter, aroſe 
Trom the ſame want of preciſion with which the author of 
the Strictures charges Mr. Thacher: from the foundation 
of the country its teachers have been known as the miniſters 
of Jeſus Chriſt, obliged to teach his religion and cop form 
themſelves, in every part of their conduct, to the rules and 
directions which he hath laid down in his goſpel : whether 


it would be of advantage to have a ſet of miniſters without 


thoſe reftraints; or teachers of any other ſyſtem of religion 
and morality than the * the people muſt judge for 
themſelves. 

There is an hint thrown out in ſome part of the Strictures, 
as if Mr. Thacher was not alone in his publication, and * 
this idea may be of diſadvantage to the clergy in general; 
is but juſtice for him therefore to declare, that he was ſo far 


mat 


(2 Y 
alone in the matter as that none of them were conſulted in 
that publication : let the cenſure fall where it belongs! no 
perſon: hath a right to the leaſt part or it but the author 
himſelf : He is ſenſible that his thus offering himſelf as a 
volunteer, at his age and ftanding, in the cauſe of the cler- 
gy, requites an apology to then; he now makes it—per- 
haps it -was forward and officious in him to publiſh his ſen- 
timents to the world; perhaps his ignorance, his warmth or 
inattention, may have led him to injute the cauſe which he 
meant to ſerve, but his fathers and brethren, now aſſured 
that his motives were to endeavour to aleviate the calamities 
of thoſe. whom he loved, and to prevent injuſtice from tak- 
ing place, will, he is certain, forgive him this wrong. | 

When Mr. S. can prove (to expreis the leading ſenti- 
ments of the obſervations at one view, and repeat the ſub- 
ſtance,of both pamphlets) that any man or body of men (be 
they church or pariſh) have a right to judge in their own 
cauſe, in the firſt᷑ and in the laſt place, without an appeal 
and without a check when he can demonſtrate that the 

le may, conſiſtent ' with juſtice and equity, turn away 
an aged and faithful ſervant to poverty and want when he 
can ſhew that one party to à ſolema contract, may diffolve 
it, at his or their pleaſure, to the ruin of the other that 4 
man is tried by his peers, whoſe caſe is determined by thoſe, 
whoſe intereſt it is to caſt him that the diſtinction which he 
hath made between the paſtor of the church and the teacher 
of religion and morality is known in our eccleſiaſtical conſti- 
tion, and by the laws of the land—that any eceleſiaſtical, 
civil or municipal law, can abrogate the great command of 
the goſpel, do to others as ye would that they ſhould do te you 
and that the clergy of New-England are now in a thriv- 
ing and flouriſhing ſtate—when he can prove theſe things, he 
will have no antagoniſt, and will merit much from the com- 
munity. 

It would be unpardonable for the author to conclude this 
reply without acknowledging, in the ſincerity of his heart, 
the politeneſs of Mr. S. in the character which, in the begin- 
ning of the Strictures, he hath given of him. This appears 
more like the kind partiality of a friend, than the obſervati- 
ons of a literary DE. Had Mr. S. obliged the germ” 

wit 
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with his name, there is no doubt but that this compliment 


might, with much more propriety, be returned. The wri- 
ter is happy in declaring that his heart is a ſtranger to any 
bitterneſs or animoſity towards Mr. S. be he whom he may, 


and were he conſcious of having, in theſe pages, diſcovered 


any gall, or did he think that their peruſal would wound 
the feelings of one good man, he would inſtantly commit 
them to the flames. — 7 

Fully engaged in performing the duties of an office which: 
he preſers to every other and averſe from his natural incli- 
nation and temper, to litigation, the author means not 
to continue the controverſy. When Mr. S. ſhall prove the 

ints above ſuggeſted, he will have no competitor. If he 
deems this a victory, he is welcome to its ſweets, and is cor- 
dially congratulated on his triumph, 

The author takes leave of Mr. S. and the public, with 
ſincerely wiſhing them every civil and religious bleſſing, with 


aſſuring them, that his heart warms when he reflects upon 


the ſtate of freedom and happineſs which God hath beſtow- 
ed upon them; and that, inſtead of deſiring to infringe 
upon the-rights of one individual of the community, he 
would defend the leaſt of them with the utmoſt exertion of 
his poor abilities. - 


Erratum. p. 15. l. 23 from bot. for county read country. * 


